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SUMMARY,  1904- 


Urban  District  of  Fellimg-on-Tyne. 


Area 

Population  Census,  1901... 

Estimated  Population,  1904 
Inhabited  Houses 

New  Houses  erected,  or  in  course  of  erection 
Density  of  Population 
Birth  Rate 

Average  Birth  Rate  10  years — 1894 — 1903 
Birth  Rate  of  Durham  County 
Death  Rate  ... 

Average  Death  Rate  10  years — 1894 — 1903 
Death  Rate  of  Durham  County 
Zymotic  Death  Rate  «... 

Phthisis  Rate... 

Respiratory  Rate 
Deaths  under  1 year 
Infant  Mortality 
Deaths  over  65  years 


2,810  acres. 

22,600 

24>372 

5H43 

88 

) 8*7  per  acre. 

J 47  per  house. 

37'6 

39'4 

35'6 

i8'8 

i9'8 

187 

1*9 

0-94 

3*9 

*55 

169  per  1000  Births 
69 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

OF 

FE L LI N G -O N -TV N E . 

- «cLyv;  V<r.GL^'  • 

Zb  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Felling-on-  Tyne. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Third  Report  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
condition  of  jour  District  during  the  year  1904. 

There  are  several  points  of  interest  which  I should  like  briefly  to  mention  here  — 
The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  slightly  higher  than  that  of  previous  year,  being 
37 ’6,  against  37 ‘2  in  1903. 

The  Death  Rate  is  also  slightly  increased,  being  iS*8  per  1000,  as  against  18*4 
last  year 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Deaths  under  1 year  of  3,  but  with  the 
increase  in  population  the  rate  per  1000  births  amounts  to  169. 

This  is  very  much  less  than  the  average  for  the  last  10  years  which  is  179 
per  1000. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  received  during  the  year  was 
363,  as  compared  with  37 2 last  year.  Oi  these  182  or  1 more  than  half  the  cases 
notified  were  persons  suffering  from  Small-pox. 

During  1903  only  28  cases  of  Small-pox  were  notified  out  of  372  notifications, 
leaving  a total  of  344  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  other  than  Small-pox. 

During  1904  there  were  notified  only  181  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  other  than 
Small-pox,  showing  a reduction  in  the  other  Zymotic  Diseases  of  163  cases  in 
the  year. 

Excluding  Small-pox  the  district  has  be  remarkably  free  from  Infectious 
Di  sease.  This  is  owing  chiefly  to  a reduction  in  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
notified  ; there  being  only  1 14,  as  against  275  in  1903. 
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The  number  ot  Enteric  Fever  notifications  received  was  16,  as  against  12 
last  year. 

Diphtheria  notifications  number  6,  as  against  12  in  1903. 

All  Houses,  in  which  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred  have  been  visited,  and  in 
every  case  printed  instructions  as  to  precautions  to  be  taken  in  nursing  cases  at 
home  have  been  left,  together  with  a free  supply  of  disinfectants.  Attached  to  the 
printed  instructions  are  Penalties  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act. 

D uring  December  9 cases  Chicken-pox  were  notified,  and  posters  were 
distributed  throug'hout  the  neighbourhood  notifying  the  Public,  that  the  District 
Council  had  applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  permission  to  add  this 
disease  to  the  list  of  Notifiable  Diseases  for  a period  of  6 months  from  December  1st. 

POPULATION. 

According  to  the  Census  Return  in  1901,  the  Population  of  the  Urban  District 
wae  22,600. 

The  Estimated  Population  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1904  was  24,372. 


BIRTHS 

During  the  past  year  917  Births  have  been  registered,  as  against  901  in  1903.. 

This  represents  an  Annual  Birth  Rate  of  37 '6,  as  against  37*2. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Births  in  each  District  with  the 
District  Birth  Rate, 


DISTRICT. 

NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

Felling 

335 

31*6 

He  worth 

365 

43*2 

Windy  Nook 

187 

40 'O 

DEATHS 

There  were  458  Deaths  registered  within  the  district,  as  against  447  in  1903. 

This  gives  a General  District  Rate  of  i8'8  per  100c  persons,  as  against  i8‘4_ 
in  1903. 


v) 

The  following*  Table  gives  the  number  of  Deaths  in  each  district,  and  the 
Death  Rate  for  same. 


DISTRICT. 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS. 

DEATH  RATE. 

Felling 

1 68 

15*8 

©r  adding  7 Deaths  from 
Small-pox,  removed  to 
Hospital, 

16 

Heworth 

222 

21m 

"“TO 

or  less  12  Deaths  from 
Small-pox,  removed 
into  District, 

23*0 

Windy  Nook 

J 

68 

14*5 

or  adding  5 Deaths  from 
Small-pox,  removed  to 
Hospital, 

15*6 

The  following*  Table  shows  the  monthly  deaths  for  each  Parish.  It  also  shows 
the  mortality  in  males  and  females. 


MONTH. 

FELLING. 

1 

HEWORTH. 

WINDY  NOOK. 

combin’d 

TOTAL. 

I904 

January 

M.  1 

F. 

Total. 

M.  j 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

j 

F. 

Total. 

9 

4 

13 

15 

8 

23 

... 

2 

2 

38 

February  ... 

5 

2 

7 

7 

22 

2 

3 

5 

34 

March  

8 

4 

1 2 

*5 

10 

25 

2 

3 

5 

42 

April  

7 

7 

H 

10 

7 

i7 

2 

2 

4 

35 

M ay  

9 

7 

16 

6 

1 = 

2 1 

4 

1 

5 

42 

June  

5 

1 1 

16 

9 

1 1 

20 

3 

2 

5 

41 

July  

5 

4 

9 

9 

6 

15 

2 

0 

J 

5 

29 

August 

9 

24 

!3 

7 

20 

6 

6 

1 2 

56 

September  .. 

6 

6 

1 2 

5 

7 

1 2 

5 

2 

7 

3 1 

October  ... 

6 

6 

12 

8 

6 

14 

4 

4 

8 

34 

November .. 

5 

10 

15 

1 1 

8 

l9 

3 

1 

4 

38 

December... 

10 

8 

18 

8 

6 

14 

5 

1 

6 

38 

90 

78 

168 

1 24 

98 

222 

38 

30 

68 

458 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


155  Deaths  occurred  in  Children  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  a Mortality 
rate  of  169  per  1000  Births. 

49  of  these  deaths  are  due  to  premature  birth,  such  children  having,  for  the 
most  part,  no  possible  chance  of  existing. 


The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  less  than  the  average  rate  for  the  laM  ten  years* 
and  so  shows  some  improvement,  but  before  it  can  be  deemed  satisfactory  consider- 
able reduction  in  the  rate  must  take  place,  It  is  customary  in  certain  quarters  to 
consider  any  rate  of  over  100  per  1000  unsatisfactory.  The  diseases  causing  the 
greatest  number  ot  deaths  in  Infants  are — 


Enteritis 

Wasting  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 


20  deaths 

18 
10 

19  n 


Total  67 

The  two  former,  to  a great  extent  are  due  to  injudicious  feeding.  It  is  common 
to  find  even  in  this  day  mothers  who  feed  a two  or  three  months  old  child  on  “ rusks,” 
or  boiley,  substances,  which  it  is  utterly  unable  to  digest,  and  which  only  cause 
irritatation  to  the  Infant's  stomach,  and  often  fatal  disease. 


The  two  latter  diseases  are  in  my  opinion  due  in  many  cases  to  the  wanton 
exposure  to  which  infants  are  often  subjected.  One  frequently  sees,  even  in  a biting 
cold  east  wind,  or  in  sleet  and  snow  women  standing  in  the  streets,  or  on  doorsteps 
gossiping  with  infants  in  their  arms,  whose  only  protection  against  the  elements  is 
a dirty  flannelette  shirt.  Such  children  being  badly  nourished  are  unable  to  combat 
disease  when  attacked. 


Endangering  children's  health  in  this  manner  I certainly  consider  cruelty,  and 
I think  the  Inspector  of  the  National  Society  for  prevention  of  cruelty  to  children 
should  be  empowered  and  instructed  to  prosecute  in  these  cases  quite  as  much  as  in 
cases  of  pesistant  starving  of  children. 

DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Deaths  from  these  diseases  numbered  48,  as  against  58  in  1903,  giving  a 
Zymotic  Death  rate  of  19  per  1000. 

15  of  these  Deaths  out  of  the  48  were  due  to  Small-pox.  So  that  excluding  the 
Small-pox  Epidemic  the  Zymotic  rate  is  1*3,  which  may  be  considered  satisfactory, 
and  even  including  the  15  Deaths  from  Small-pox  it  is  considerably  below  the  County 
rate,  which  is  2’ 59. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Deaths  from  the  Zymotic  Diseases  compared 
with  those  of  1903 — 


V- 
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1904. 

1903. 

Small-pox 

15 

• • • 

T 

Measles 

4 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

« • • 

6 

Enteric  Fever 

n 

O 

• • • 

2 

Diphtheria 

1 

• • • 

bf 

i 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

17 

• • • 

26 

Diarrhoea 

7 

• 42 

*5 

Total  48 

CO 

UO 

Zymotic  Deaths  classified  according  to  localities  — 

Felling. 

Heworth.  Windy  Nook. 

Small-pox 

0 

15 

O 

Measles 

0 

3 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

O 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

O 

Dihptheria 

1 

0 

O 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

9 

O 

Diarrhoea 

5 

1 

I 

Total  16 

30 

2 

DEATHS 

FROM  PHTHISIS. 

Phthisis 

Rate  0.94  per  1000. 

23  Deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  as  compared  with  37  in  1903,  and  31  in 
1902. 

The  rate  may  be  considered  satisfactory  as  compared  with  that  of  1903,  which 
was  r.5  per  1000. 

I would  again  impress  upon  the  public  that  this  is  an  infectious  disease,  and  to 
urge  them  to  take  every  preventive  measure. 

After  a Death  from  Phthisis  it  is  necessary  that  all  clothes  and  articles  which 
may  carry  infection  should  be  disinfected  thoroughly,  or  boiled,  and  the  room  in 
which  the  patient  lay  should  be  disinfected  by  the  authority.  This  has  been  done 
in  certain  cases  at  the  request  of  the  householder,  but  it  should  be  done  in  all  cases 
if  the  disease  is  to  be  successfully  combatted. 

CANCER. 

There  have  been  11  Deaths  registered  under  this  head.  10  were  between  the 
ages  of  25  and  65  years,  1 was  over  65  years. 
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RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

Respiratory  Rate  3*9. 

97  Deaths  are  classed  under  the  above  heading-,  as  compared  with  107  in  1903, 
viz. — 


Pneumonia 

• • • 

58 

Bronchitis 

• • • 

37 

Pleurisy 

. . . 

2 

Total 

97 

HEART  DISEASE. 
30  Deaths  are  registered  as  due  to  this  disease. 
Classified  according  to  age,  they  are  as  follows — 


Over  1 and  under  5 years  ...  ...  1 

»>  5 > 5 1 5 > 5 •••  •••  4 

5 > 25  j > 65  » > • * • • • • 1 7 

,,  65  years  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  30 


ACCIDENTS, 

17  deaths  were  due  to  Violence,  all  accidental. 


SUICIDES. 


There  occurred  three  cases  of  Suicide  during  the  year. 


ALL  OTHER  CAUSES. 


107  deaths  are  registered  under  headings  not  coming  under  the  diseases 
mentioned  in  Table  IV. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED. 

Zymotic  Attack  Rate,  14*8. 

363  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  372  in  1903.  Thus  in  spite  of  an  epidemic  of  Smallpox,  in  which  182  cases 
were  notified,  the  total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  for  the  year  is  nine 
less  than  the  previous  year. 


7 


If  we  exclude  Smallpox  from  our  calculations,  we  find  that  1 8 1 cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  as  against  344  in  1903,  giving  us  only  a little  more 
than  half  the  Fever  cases  of  the  previous  year. 

Had  we  been  in  this  position  our  attack  rate  would  have  been  only  7*4  per  1000 
inhabitants,  whereas,  with  Smallpox  included,  it  reaches  14*8  per  1000,  as  against 
15*3  per  1000  in  1903. 


The  number  of  cases  for  the  two  years, 
following  Table : — 

Small-pox 
Diphtheria 
Membraneous  Croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Continued  Fever  ... 

Puerperal  Fever 


1904  and  1903,  are  shown  in  the 


1904. 

182 

6 

4 

37 
1 14 

16 

2 


1903. 

28' 

1 1 
1 

43 

275 

1 2 

1 

o 


Total... 

3 

372 

The  numbers  of 
shown  below. 

Infecti 

ous  Disease  notified 

during  the 

different 

months  are 

Jan.  Feb. 

March 

April 

May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

44  5° 

47 

66 

20  14  15 

1 2 

C3 

C3 

40  25 

Month. 

Felling. 

Heworth 

Windy 

Nook. 

Total 

J anuary 

2 2 

8 

14 

44 

February . . . 

' 0 

‘O 

10 

27 

5° 

March 

9 

27 

1 1 

47 

April 

2 5 

27 

66 

M ay 

6 

10 

4 

20 

June 

7 

4 

0 

0 

14 

July 

8 

4 

0 

O 

LS 

August 

4 

-4 

4 

1 2 

September  .. 

5 

1 0 

0 

*5 

October 

4 

4 

7 

*5 

November,.. 

1 7 

18 

5 

40 

December  . .. 

t6 

7 

2 

25 

136 

1 33 

94 

363 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

1 14  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  275 
cases  in  1903. 

The  disease  was  chiefly  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  infection  having' 
been  left  over  from  the  last  quarter  of  1903,  during  which  period  we  had  137  cases 
notified,  or  23  more  than  the  whole  of  1904. 

Only  one  death  resulted  from  the  1 14  cases,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  0*04  per 
thousand.  The  County  Scarlet  rate  being  0*16. 


MONTH 

TOTAL. 

Under 

I 

Over 

I 

under 

5 

years. 

Over 

5 

under 

*5 

Over 

*5 

under 

us 

Over 

25 

under 

65 

Over 

65 

1 

FELLING. 

HEWORTH. 

WINDY 

NOOK. 

fan. 

25 

I 

7 

US 

] 

I 

1 4 

4 

7 

Feb. 

16 

2 

0 

O 

9 

I 

I 

5 

3 

8 

Mar. 

U 

. . . 

5 

7 

I 

. . . 

* , . 

2 

8 

3 

April 

*5 

* • • 

5 

8 

2 

2 

9 

4 

May 

7 

2 

5 

. . . 

6 

1 

June 

n 

. . . 

2 

1 

. . . 

2 

0 

I 

July 

1 

. . . 

1 

• • « 

1 

0 

O 

Aug. 

8 

• . . 

2 

4 

2 

. 

1 

0 

0 

4 

Sept. 

8 

. • . 

4 

4 

. . • 

1 

7 

O 

Oct. 

4 

. . • 

n 

O 

1 

. • • 

2 

1 

I 

Nov. 

10 

1 

7 

2 

0 

8 

2 

Dec. 

4 

1 

0 

3 

• • 0 

0 

O 

1 

O 

i*4 

4 

34 

6S 

9 

2 

... 

n ^ 

OO 

5° 

3 1 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANEOUS  CROUP. 


Six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  four  of  the  latter 
disease. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 


16  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  as  compared  with  12  in  1903. 
Arranged  in  localities,  they  occurred  as  follows: — 


Felling  ...  ...  4 

Heworth  ...  ...  10 

Windy  Nook  ...  ./.  2 

Total  ...  16 
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CONTINUED  FEVER. 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  in  Felling  district. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Three  cases  of  this  disease  occurred,  all  being  in  the  Heworth  district. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

37  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  as  compared  with  43  in  1903. 

Arranged  according  to  the  districts  in  which  they  occurred,  they  are  as 
follows 


Felling* 

. - 

14 

Heworth 

. • , . 

i? 

Windy  Nook 

. . 

6 

Total 

LO  1 
*■*4  | 

ng  to  age  : — 

Under  1 year 

. , ... 

1 

5 years  and  under 

15  years  ... 

4 

1 5 ” > > 

2 D 35 

y 

2 0 3 3 3 ! 

65  ,, 

25 

Over  6^  years 

2 

Total 

r^ 

cr, 

ANKYLOSTOMIASIS. 

IN  COLLIERIES. 

Dr.  Eustace  Hill,  Medical  Officer  to  Durham  County  Council,  issued  during  the 
year  a letter  regarding  this  disease  which  is  commonly  called  “ Miners’  Worm.” 
That  an  invasion  of  this  disease  into  any  of  our  local  collieries  would  be  little  short 
of  a catastrophe  may  been  seen  when  I state  that  the  worm  has  cost  the  Owners  and 
the  Miners’  Union  in  Westphalia  gO 00,000  during  the  last  two  years,  and  has 
caused  a large  number  of  deaths.  It  has  been  found  that  the  spread  of  the  disease 
is  geatly  facilitated  by  high  temperature  and  moisture,  these  being*  the  conditions 
which  favour  the  transformation  of  the  ova  of  the  parasite  into  larvae.  There  is  a 
danger  of  English  mines  becoming  infected  as  several  mines  in  Cornwell  are  already 
infected,  as  well  as  some  Scottish  mines,  I believe,  and  it  is  a frequent  occurrence 
for  both  Cornish  and  Scottish  miners  to  come  to  the  North  of  England  to  work. 
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In  regard  to  the  question  of  temperature,  and  the  spread  of  the  disease,  a 
temperature  of  70  F.  is  commonly  supposed  to  be  sufficient  for  the  egg  to  hatch,  and 
the  larva  to  reach  the  encapsuled  stage. 

The  preventive  measures  advocated  by  the  Committee  of  the  British  Association 
for  non-infected  mines  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : — 

No  man  from  an  infected  district  should  be  allowed  to  commence  work  unless 
he  is  declared  free  from  the  disease  by  a competant  authority. 

Miners  ought  to  be  absolutely  prohibited  from  defoecating  underground,  unless 
into  receptacles  specially  provided  for  the  purpose,  which  ought  to  be  emptied  and 
disinfected  daily. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Applications  to  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  closing  orders  in  regard  to  the 
following  Insanitary  property,  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 


Albion  Place,  Windy  Nook  , . 4 houses. 

Brewery  Lane,  Felling  ...  2 , , 

Caroline  Terrace  ...  ...  5 ,, 

Sandmill  Row,  Windy  Nook  ...  7 ,. 

Sandmill  Row,  Sonth  West  ...  7 ,, 

Oatmeal  Mill,  Windy  Nook  ...  7 ,, 


Total  32 

I have  examined  a large  number  of  houses  in  the  district,  and  in  most  cases  the 
owners  have  been  quite  agreeable  to  effect  the  improvements  suggested  in  order  to 
render  the  houses  habitable. 

In  one  case  the  owner  has  not  carried  out  the  improvements  he  promised  to 
effect,  and  a final  notice  was  served  on  him  in  December. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies . 

I have  visited  a number  of  these  during  the  year  and  have  found  most  ol  them 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

In  one  case  at  Windy  Nook  the  cowshed  was  without  light,  and  was  in  a very  dirty 
condition,  not  having  been  lime- washed  fot  a considerable  time,  notice  to  lime-wash 
and  provide  proper  lighting  arrangements  was  served. 


Public  Bakehouses - 


These  have  been  inspected  and  found  clean  and  well  lime-washed. 

An  Insanitary  midden  privy  connected  with  one  was  found,  and  notice  to  abate 
the  nuisance  was  served. 


Water  Supply ; 

The  water  supply  by  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  has  been 
thoroughly  satisfactory,  and  in  spite  of  the  dry  summer  there  was  always  a plentiful 
supply  throughout  the  district. 


SMALL-POX. 

During  the  year  182  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified.  I have  already 
dealt  with  1 18  of  these  up  to  April  30th,  in  my  Special  Report  on  the  outbreak. 

64  cases  remain  to  be  reported  upon,  and  I have  given  details  of  each  of  these 
in  a Table  at  the  end  of  this  Report,  arranged  in  a similar  manner  to  that  issued 
with  the  Special  Report,  so  as  to  ensure  uniformity  of  tabular  statement.  These 
cases  are  classified  into  wards,  and  not  into  parochial  districts,  as  is  done  in  the 
case  of  other  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  month  of  May,  10  cases  of  Small-pox  were  notified,  and  the  number 
of  cases  notified  was  reduced  each  month  until  the  month  of  September,  in  which 
month  onlly  one  case  was  notified.  This  was  notified  early  in  the  month,  and,  being 
of  a mild  type,  was  discharged  very  soon. 

Our  Hospital  was  then  empty  until  October  15th,  when  the  disease  again 
appeared  in  the  South  Ward  Other  cases  followed  this,  four  being  injthe  South 
Ward  and  one  each  in  the  Central  and  North  Wards. 

Early  in  November,  it  came  to  my  knowledge  that  certain  persons  in  the 
Central  Ward  were  remaining  in  their  houses  and  not  calling  in  medical  advice.  I 
went  to  inspect  the  houses,  and  found  one  woman  in  bed  in  the  pustular  stage,  and 
afterwards  visited  another  house,  the  inmate  of  which,  seeing  myself  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  pass  the  front  window,  promptly  bolted  out  of  the  back  door  into 
the  street.  She  was  eventually  seen  in  her  own  house,  and  removed  to  hospital.  A 
number  of  cases,  including  the  two  just  mentioned,  contracted  Small-pox  by 
attending  the  funeral  of  a person  who  had  died  from  the  disease  in  Newcastle. 
Other  cases  have  been  discovered  in  Felling  and  He  worth  Lane,  who  have  never 
called  in  a medical  man,  and  so  infected  numerous  other  persons.  These  persons, 
when  taxed  as  to  why  they  did  not  call  in  medical  advice,  usually  reply  that  they 
thought  they  were  only  suffering  from  chicken-pox  or  water  jags. 
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These  cases  have  been  the  means  of  spreading  the  disease  in  the  Centra)  and 
North  Wards,  whilst  a case,  which  was  at  first  regarded  as  chicken-pox,  is 
responsible  for  an  outbreak  in  the  East  Ward  of  seven  cases.  These  different 
sources  of  infection  gave  us  the  large  number  of  24  cases  during  the  month  of 
November.  The  number  was  again  reduced  to  nine  during  the  month  of  December, 
and  on  December  31st  there  were  seven  cases  in  hospital  under  treatment. 

I have  arranged  three  Tables: — 

No.  1 gives  number  of  cases  per  month  in  each  Parish  for  1904. 

No.  2 gives  the  attack  rate  of  each  Parish  for  1904. 

No.  3 gives  the  number  of  cases  per  month  in  each  Ward,  from  May  1st  to 
December  31st. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Small-pox  cases  notified  during  1904, 
and  the  district  in  which  they  occurred 


Month. 


Felling. 


H eworth. 


Windy 

Nook. 


Total. 


January 

February  , 
March  .... 

April 

M ay  

Tune  

July  

August 

September 
October  . 
November 
December. 


/ 

8 

5 


20 

4 

2 


5 

3 

1 

2 


i5 

8 


80 


1 

6 

H 

16 

3 

0 

1 
o 
o 
o 
6 
o 


0 

18 

8 

1 1 

0 

a 

1 

1 

o 

0 

5 

2 

1 


47  55 


32 

27 

47 

10 

0 

7 

n 

0 

1 

7 

23 

9 


182 


The  following  Table  gives  the  Attack  Rate  per  1000  persons  in  each  District, 
the  population  of  each  District  being  taken  from  the  Census  Return  of  1901  : — 


District. 

Population  from 
Census  Return, 
1901. 

Number 
of  Cases. 

Attach  Rate  per 
1000  Persons. 

Felling  ... 

9935 

; 

oc 

0 

i 

8*05 

Heworth 

8287 

...  47  ... 

,.  5*6 

Windy 
Nook 

4378 

•••  55 

12-56 

The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  cases  in  each  Ward,  from  May  ist  to 
December  31st : — 


Month. 

South 

Ward. 

Central 

Ward. 

North 

Ward. 

East 

Ward. 

Total. 

Mav  . 

J 

2 

7 

1 

10 

June 

I 

1 

1 

• • 

3 

July 

I 

4 

1 

1 

7 

August 

. . . 

a 

. . * 

. . . 

3 

September. 

% • • 

1 

. . . 

• • • 

1 

October 

5 

1 

i 

• • • 

7 

November... 

2 

I 2 

7 

24 

December... 

1 

I 

7 

9 

12 

30 

T3 

9 

64 

isolation  and  Disinfection, 

All  cases  of  Small-pox  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  in  Stoneygate  Lane.  The 
bedding  and  clothing  were  disinfected  in  the  Thresh  Emergency  Disinfector,  which 
I am  pleased  to  say  is  still  working  smoothly  and  effectively,  after  disinfecting  over 
200  sets  of  bed  clothes,  besides  personal  clothing  and  other  articles,  such  as 
curtains,  bed-hangings,  etc.  The  immediate  contacts,  by  which  I mean  the 
members  of  the  households  attacked,  were  quarantined  in  their  own  homes,  and  in 
some  cases  they  were  re-vaccinated  ; in  others,  vaccination  was  refused,  but  in 
every  case  it  was  offered. 

The  infected  houses  were  thoroughly  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
immediately  the  patient  had  been  removed,  by  means  of  the  formalin  spray  and 
alformant  lamp  or  sulphur  di-oxide.  Disinfectants  were  supplied  to  the  household 
to  wash  floors,  and  any  utensils  which  had  been  used  by  the  person  suffering. 


Report  on  Factories , Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 

During  the  year  1904  there  has  been  a considerable  addition  to  the  number  of 
workshops  on  the  Register,  viz.  19. 

The  Factories  in  this  district  have  been  visited  and  found  satisfactory,  both  in 
regard  to  provision  for  escape  in  case  of  fire,  and  also  as  to  closet  accomodation. 
Ten  visits  were  made  to  factories. 

The  Workshops  in  the  district  have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  only  6 defects 
discovered. 
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Thirty-three  visits  were  made  to  the  workshops  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a list  of  workshops  on  the  register  : — 

Bakers 
Reerbottlers 
Blacksmiths 
Bootmakers 
Brickmakers 
Cabinet  Makers 
Cartwrights 
Dressmakers 
Grindstone  Stores 
Joiners 

Marine  Store  and  Warfinger 
Plumbers 
Woodcutter 


Total 

No  lists  of  Outworkers  have  been  received,  and  I am  afraid  that  it  is  just  possible 
that  work  is  given  out  in  some  cases,  though  perhaps  not  regularly,  and  that  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  are  not  supplied  with  the  names  of  the  persons  receiving  such 
work  into  their  homes.  The  Act  states  that  all  persons  giving  out  work  to  be  done 
at  the  workers’  home  must  keep  a register  of  the  persons  employed  in  such  a manner. 
This  register  is  to  be  open  to  inspection  by  the  or  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 

copies  of  the  register  mus{;  be  forwarded  twice  a year  (viz.  February  ist  and  August 
i st)  to  the  Council.  In  default  the  District  Council  may  prosecute. 

I have  received  the  name  of  one  Outworker  from  the  city  of  Newcastle. 


5 

i 

0 
0 
n 

3 

s 

1 

2 

5 

2 

7 

i 

o 

0 

1 


0/ 


Measles  m id'  do 

Early  in  November  the  village  of  He 
which  spread  with  lightning  rapidity.  O 
cation  Committee  informed  me  that  only 
the  Windy  Nook  School  owing  to  the  oui 
between  Heworth  Colliery  and  Windy  N*. 
The  scholars  attending  this  school  do  no; 
with  the  exception  of  the  school  hours. 

The  Managers  desired  to  know  if  1 
After  considering  the  position  of  the  scfk 
confined  at  that  time  to  Heworth  Collier 
in  order  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  diseas 
school  was  accordingly  closed  on  Novem 


sure  of  Behoofs * 

vorth  Colliery  was  Invaded  by  Measles, 
November  17th,  the  Clerk  to  the  Edu- 
> per  cent,  of  the  scholars  were  attending 
reak.  The  School  is  situated  mid-way 
k,  which  villages  are  half-a-mile  apart. 
:ome  into  contact  with  each  other  much, 

vould  advise  the  closing  of  the  school. 

, and  the  fact  that  Measles  was  chiefly 
( deemed  it  advisable  to  close  the  school 
;preading  to  Windy  Nookvillage.  The 
r 2 1 st  and  remained  closed  until  Decern- 
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her  5th,  when  it  was  found  that  there  was  little  or  no  improvement  in  the  attendance. 
The  school  remained  open  until  December  15th,  when  all  the  schools  under  the 
Committee  were  closed  for  the  Christmas  holidays.  The  schools  were,  therefore, 
closed  one  week  earlier  than  is  usual  for  the  holidays,  as  it  was  found  that  Measles 
had  attacked  scholars  attending-  every  school  in  the  urban  district.  In  some  of  the 
Infant  schools  the  attendance  was  less  than  40  per  cent. 

In  a district  which  is  a manufacturing-  one,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  closure  of 
schools  is  of  any  value  in  stopping-  the  spread  of  this  disease,  as  the  parents  seem 
to  consider  that  their  offspring  must — in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  have 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  They,  therefore,  take  no  precautions  in  their 
homes  to  prevent  infection  being  carried  to  others,  and  the  mothers  of  children  visit 
houses  which  they  know  to  be  infected  by  the  disease  and  have  no  scruples  about 
carrying  their  children  into  the  house  with  them. 

During  the  year,  the  district  was  perfectly  free  from  Measles  until  the  early 
part  of  November.  The  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  was  four. 


General  Remarks. 

During  the  year  regular  inspections  in  every  part  of  the  district  have  been  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself.  Many  defects  have  been  found,  and  a large 
number  have  been  remedied. 

Complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  concerning  the  scavenging,  but 
as  the  Council  has  decided  to  increase  their  staff  of  both  men  and  carts,  I expect 
there  will  be  less  cause  for  complaint  during  '905. 

The  midden  privies  at  Wardley  have  been  done  away  with  to  a great  extent, 
the  work  of  replacing  them  by  ash  closets  hav  ing  been  carried  on  rapidly  on  the 
south  side  of  the  railway. 

At  Heworth  Colliery  also,  all  midden  privies  in  Chapel  Square  have  been  re- 
placed by  ash  closets  of  good  design.  Coal  houses  have  also  been  built,  and  other 
improvements  to  sculleries  and  pantries  effected.  The  whole  of  the  Colliery  will  be 
equipped  with  ash  closets  during  the  coming  year  if  possible 

Many  insanitary  midden  privies  have  been  replaced  by  ash  closets  during  the 
year,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  ; and  we  hope  to  be  able 
to  provide  ash  closets  in  every  case  where  a midden  privy  becomes  dilapidated.  In 
the  ash  closet,  the  excreta,  and  other  refuse  matter  are  enclosed,  and  do  not  become 
a feeding  ground  for  swarms  of  flies  whose  next  resting  place  may  be  a pat  of  butter, 
a cold  joint,  or  the  cream  jug.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  this  way  these  pests  are 
the  cause  of  much  sickness  in  summer  time 
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The  erection  of  the  refuse  destructor  has  been  delayed  owing*  to  a difficulty  re- 
garding the  coal  underneath  the  site  originally  selected,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to 
erect  the  destructor  some  few  hundred  ya^ds  north  of  the  site  first  chosen.  A de- 
structor is  really  a necessity  to  the  district  as  tips  are  becoming  scarce,  and  com- 
plaints have  been  made  to  me  regarding  the  offensive  smells  arising  from  our  tip  in 
the  North  Ward.  There  is  another  point  regarding  the  tips,  the  custom  of  women 
and  children  sorting  amongst  the  rubbish  in  order  to  secure  bottles,  jars,  or  other 
things  which  they  can  dispose  of  to  marine  store  dealers. 

It  is  therefore  within  the  bounds  of  probabilty  that  our  tips  are  spreading  disease* 
which  would  not  occur  were  our  destructor  completed,  and  in  working  order. 

The  new  Isolation  Hospital  at  Windy  Nook  has  been  completed  since  May,  but 
has  not  been  opened  for  reception  of  fever  cases  owing  to  the  close  proximity  of 
Gateshead  Small-pox  Hospital.  The  Council  decided  to  await  the  report  of  His 
Majesty’s  Inspector  (Dr.  G.  S.  Buchanan)  before  opening  the  hospital.  That  has  now 
been  received,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  will  be  in  a position  to  open  it  for  the  re- 
ception of  patients  during  the  coming  year. 

D uring  the  year  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  of  a most  arduous 
nature,  as  in  addition  to  the  routine  work  (which  is  greatly  increased  owing  to  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901)  he  has  removed  182  cases  of  small-pox,  and 
disinfected  the  rooms  from  which  they  have  been  taken. 

From  his  report  it  will  be  seen  that  in  spite  of  this  he  has  completed  a large- 
and  useful  amount  of  work  in  the  district  generally,  and  1 may  say  he  has  assisted 
me  materially,  both  in  the  general  Sanitary  work,  and  also  in  the  work  connected 
with  the  small-pox  epidemic. 

The  staff  at  the  Small-pox  Hospital  has  worked  well,  and  to  my  entire 
satisfaction. 

I beg*  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Miller,  surveyor,  for  information 

foncerning  the  number  of  plans  passed  for  new  houses,  and  also  to  Dr.  T.  Eustace 
!ill  for  his  kindness  in  supplying  information  regarding  the  Birth  rate  for  the  County,, 
and  the  County  death  rates  from  different  diseases. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  for  the  kind  and  courteous  manner  in  which  thev  have  assisted  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties. 

1 am,  Sir  and  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  E.  PEACOCK,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Annual  Retort  or  the  Inspector  oe  Nuisances, 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 

Council  of  Felling. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg-  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  1904. 

The  work  has  increased  very  considerably  during  the  year,  owing  to  the 
epidemic  of  Small-pox,  from  which,  unfortunately,  the  District  has  suffered,  the 
number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  being  182,  and  the  number  of  deaths  in 
Hospital,  15.  The  houses  were  thoroughly  disinfected,  also  the  beds  and  bedding, 
54  sets  of  beds  having  been  burnt.  The  number  of  persons  isolated  in  their  homes 
was  634;  these  were  difect  contacts,  being  members  of  the  household  from  whence 
the  patients  were  removed.  The  cost  of  keeping  the  contacts  in  food  during  the 
period  ot  isolation  was  ^285  2s.  gd.,  or  a fraction  over  4s.  6d.  per  head  per  week. 
Fifty-three  persons  have  been  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer,  from  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  surrounding  districts,  as  having  been  in  contact  with  Small-pox 
cases.  These  persons  were  visited  during  the  14  days,  and  instructions  and 
disinfectants  given. 

181  notifications  of  other  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  received  by  the  Medical 
Officer.  The  houses  were  visited,  and  their  sanitary  condition  noted,  instructions 
and  disinfectants  being  given,  and,  where  possible,  the  houses  disinfected. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  work  entailed  in  dealing  with  the  outbreak  of 
Small-pox,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  summary  appended  that  a great  improvement  has 
been  made  an  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  ; 304  notices  have  been  served 
for  abatement  of  nuisances,  290  have  been  complied  with,  and  the  remainder  are 
being  dealt  with  ; 129  ash-pit  privies  have  been  removed  and  replaced  by  278 

ash-closets  and  three  w.c.’s.  A very  large  number  of  these  insanitary  privy  middens 
still  exist  in  the  district,  but  if  the  progress  made  this  year,  in  their  removal, 
continues,  the  district  will  soon  be  free  from  these  abominations. 

Three  licensed  houses  were  found  with  defective  drainage.  I advised  the 
owners  to  have  the  defect  remedied  and  a new  system  of  drainage  put  in  ; this  they 
agreed  to,  and  the  work  was  done  satisfactorily. 

At  Wardley,  50  privy  middens  have  been  removed  and  140  ash-closets  erected. 
In  addition,  30  yards  have  been  cemented,  and  coal-houses  erected  The  erection  of 
coal-houses  in  Waggonway  Row  is  a very  great  improvement,  as  previously  the 
coal  was  tipped  in  the  front  street,  and  when  the  wind  was  strong,  the  discomfort 
arising  from  coal  dust  blowing  about  was  very  great.  Though  fair  progress  has 
been  made,  much  remains  yet  to  be  done,  and  I believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
colliery  owners  to  push  on  with  the  work  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  allow. 
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At  Heworth  Colliery  a commencement  has  been  made  to  abolish  the  privy 
middens  and  to  erect  modern  ash-closets.  In  Chapel  Square,  which  was  in  a very 
insanitary  condition,  a great  improvement  has  been  effected,  seven  privy  middens 
having  been  removed  and  15  ash-closets  erected. 

x 

In  the  South  Ward  much  good  work  has  been  done.  Sixteen  houses  were 
found  to  be  totally  unprovided  with  drainage,  but  these  defects  have  now  been 
remedied.  42  privy-middens  have  been  removed  and  replaced  by  7 1 ash  closets  and 
one  W.C.  These  improvements  have  been  brought  about  without  any  friction  with 
the  property-owners,  and  only  in  two  cases  was  it  necessary  to  serve  a formal  notice. 

173  dwellings  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890  ; 53  have  been  made  habitable  after  fonnal  notice.  Orders  were  obtained 
from  the  Magistrates  for  the  closing  of  32  houses,  and  7 have  been  closed  by 
Owners,  without  closing  orders  having  been  obtained.  The  Owners  of  these  39 
houses  have  not  done  anything  yet  to  put  them  into  a habitable  condition. 

196  sets  of  bedding  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Prevention  of  Infectious 
D iseases  Prevention  Act  ; 142  disinfected,  and  54  destroyed  and  replaced  at  a cost 
of  ^'99  15s.  During  the  last  8 months  of  the  year  the  destruction  of  bedding  has 
been  avoided,  as,  acting  on  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer,  a different  system 
has  been  adopted,  and  by  this  means  a considerable  saving  effected. 

I have  visited  the  cowsheds  in  the  district,  and  with  a few  exceptions  found 
them  well  kept,  and  in  a cleanly  condition.  A formal  notice  was  served  on  one  owner 
whose  premises  wrere  in  a very  dilapidated  condition,  and  unfit  for  use  as  a cowshed. 

The  workshops  on  the  Register  have  been  visited.  In  all  cases  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  have  been  complied  with.  I hope  to  make  another  and  more  thorough 
investigation  into  this  matter  during  the  forthcoming  year. 

16  samples  have  been  taken  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  and  each  article 
has  been  certified  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be  genuine;  this  is  very  satisfactory 

indeed. 

The  slaughter  houses  have  been  visited,  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  state; 
notice  was  served  on  three  owners  to  provide  sanitary  pails  to  contain  the  refuse. 

Four  Licenses  have  been  granted  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  during  the  year. 

1 am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  seivant, 

HY.  G.  BALDOCK,  Assoc.,  R.,  San.,  Inst., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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General  Remarks.. 

I — PubSac  Health1  Acts. 
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Authority. 
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12 

I 2 

houses  & 
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4 
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IO 

10 

Lodging-houses 

None  in  District. 
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Visited  periodically 
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2 
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>* 
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1 29  Ashpits,  Privies 
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5 
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2—  Housing  ©f  the  Working  Classes 

Act,  1890. 
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Dwellings  dealt  with 

Dwellings  made  habitable  after  formal  notice 
Closing  Orders  applied  for 
Closing  Orders  granted  by  Magistrates 
Dwellings  permanently  closed  ... 
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32 
3 2 
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3— Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1901. 

Action  taken,  Notiees  served,  &c. 


4- Water,  Food,  and  Drugs 

Samples  ot  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwhole- 
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Samples  of  Food  & Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  16 
,,  ,,  ,,  found  Adulterated  None. 


5— Precautions  against  Infectious 

Disease. 

Lots  of  infectious  bedding  stoved  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infeccious  Disease.. 


yy 


Schools 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons 
or  things 
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190 

4 

None. 


7 Houses  have  been  closed  by  Owner 
without  closing  orders  being 
applied  for. 


Registered  Workshops  have  been 
visited. 


14-2  disinfected,  54  destroyed 
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